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Present status of injuries requiring outpatient medical examination

among nursery school children

—A questionnaire survey of parents——

Department of Pediatrics, Kyoto Second Red Cross Hospital
Toshio Osamura, Nobuyuki Kiyosawa, Tadaki Omae

Kyoto Healthcare Counseling and Injury Prevention Center for children

Noriaki Oya, Osamu Nose, Tadashi Sawada

Abstract

Between December 7-26, 2005, we performed a questionnaire survey of 2,237 parents of
nursery school children in 32 public nursery schools in Kyoto City regarding injuries requiring
outpatient medical examination. Among them, 310 (13.9%) reported such injuries. The percent-
age of parents who considered that the injury could have been prevented was significantly higher
for foreign body (100.0%) and burn (78.7%) than for other injuries, suggesting that parents can
be readily motivated for the prevention of these types of injury in prevention guidance. More
than 40% of the injuries required treatment on an outpatient basis, and 4% required admission.
Although the incidences of “drowning, choking, and traffic injuries” were low, the admission
rates for these types of injury were high. Therefore, after adequate educational movements to im-
prove the understanding of the risks of these injuries, preventive measures should be promoted.
About 80% of the injuries occurred while parents were near their children, and about 50% oc-
curred when parents had taken their eyes off their children ; 65.5% of parents considered that
these injuries could have been prevented. However, as injury occurred even while parents were
nearby, the development of safe products, improvement of environmental factors, and sharing of
the consciousness that society as a whole protects children are important.

Key words : nursery school children, questionnaire survey, injuries requiring outpatient medical
examination, injury prevention consciousness, injury prevention movements



